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The result of good tertiliser

YR TRAL ‘m i, praning and Power or
Fruitlet thinning will be very apparen
on Fruit size ol hoarvest,

Casd {ruit size at harvest depends on
hon well trees stored nulrients
cxpecially niogen - before leal fall
bast auturn Having a "Full tank” of

ttrients stored 101ty tree belore leat

Tall determies the polential size

Indnvigual fitiets can grow Lo

during the Hirst month af the fruits
griowth by cell muluplication,

Obviousty the number of fruitets that
set on the tree abso influences carly
fritit size, making early fruit thinning
wvery impertant factor in the
eventual fruit size ot barvest, The
carlier trees wre thinned the groater
the size potential at harvest, Tis
onby with late maturing feuit varietios
sich as olingstone peaches and
possibly the very late plum varieties,
that thinning alter stone hardening in
mid o Jute November can improve
fruit sive drumatically by harvest

With such excellent bud woodl
developmoent due to the light crops in
the Goulbum and Murray Vallevs last
SOANN, p;"lmirlg, tor reduce beaving
laterals was the first step 1o reducing
the armber nl flowers the trees carry,

Orehardists who suceesshully used
Blawsorn thinners in January 2004 ar
al flowering this season, would have
helped with the ditficul, and labour
ntensive hand thinning work needud
in the last 2 months,

The important principle is thinning
st be done early. Thinping an
sxcessively heavy crop this late in the
season recduces the potential vield tor
of the crop.

Crop Sizing = brigation

The most eritical influence on Fruil
sive and crop vield for the rest of the
surmracr will depend on irrigation.
The aim is 1o keep the green leaves
functioning (photosynthesis) to
complete the fruit il stage during
the fust 6 o 7 weeks before harvest,
Any roisture siress during this
periad witl reduce fruit size!
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Fruit Tree Growth Cycle: Midtaw sone Frus
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The spring wrowth phase in mid (o late season stone fmzr redies o storsed nptrieny
fron the previows gutuni. The final 6 (o 7 weeks of frudl eidaruement dopeids on

irvivation qied crop load.

Nitrogen not the answer

Adding nitrogen festiliser during this
fast fruds growth phase may dlay
frait maturity lor a Yow days - and
there may be some inere ase in fruit
sive. But the penalty Is softer fruit,

¢ -—p--—‘—'lﬁ-
sume reduction in colowr and poorer

storage and shelf life,
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Fruit Size for next season

Fertilising Proit trees after harvast -
gspeciatly with nitrogen fertilizer -
has a major impact on troit size for
ARSI
next season. Nitrogen applicd alter
harvest ng longer affects the current
-'u)p but is stored in the tree betove
eat-fall and winter dormancy, Witha
“Gank tull' of nutrients before leat fall,
the growth, flowering and froit set in
the following spring s enhanced,

This is especially imporiant for next
vear as the trees are carvying heavier
crops this vear, which means reserves
need 1o be “topped ap” before winter
2005,

All the sarly spring growth for next
year (2005) comes from nutrients -
especially nitrogen -stored in the tree
betore leaf fall in winter, The fruit
trees yreak oul of winter dormancy
and grow the initial root system,
flawers and the Fiest few leaves from
matrients stoced wn the tree It s nat
until the fiest spring leaves are old
enough to capture the encrgy from

the sup. that "photosvithesis" avtivity
in the Hrst dark-green leaves bugin to
contribute to the growth in the tree.

Most importantly, the initial 30 1o 33
days of fruit growth from Howering
fext vear iy enbirely drivien by the
nutrients stored in the tees 0 the
previous autumn. This fruil growth
aceurs by cells instde the frudt
mulfiplving into the several mitlions
of cells that make up the final froit

On the many trees with Hight crops

last scason, there were abundani

stored natrients in the tee lrom the

previous autuimn, As a result, Frail

set was very heavy this season, The

compelition between fruitlets for the

nutricnts v aitable from the provious

autumn will imit Frode <ive it oees

were not thinned early and

aggressively.

in Summary..

To sive the current crop:

s Complete thinning s eurly as
possibie

» Irrigate, irigate, irrigato b the Last
6 to 7 weeks hefore huarvest

e Be caretul; summer nitrogen can
reduce fruit colour, lrmness and
shelf Hie

e Post harvest itrogen fertiliser i
critical for nexi season
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